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A bakery owner who died on Mon-
day in a workplace accident was op-
erating  an  industrial  gas-heated  
cooking  mixer  to  prepare  bean  
paste when he was caught by the ro-
tating mixer arm and pulled into 
the machine.

The  Ministry  of  Manpower  
(MOM) told The Straits Times yes-
terday that Mr Ng Sew Kuang, 73, 
was  later  extricated  and  pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

It added: “MOM has stopped all 
manufacturing works and is investi-
gating the incident.”

Family members at the wake for 
Mr  Ng,  held  near  the  bakery  at  
Block  17  Bedok  South  Road,  de-

clined to speak to reporters.
The shop, Ng Kian Seng Confec-

tionery, is more than 70 years old 
and was started by Mr Ng’s paternal 
grandfather. It is known for its tradi-
tional goodies, such as tau sar piah 
and wife cakes.

A worker said on Monday that no 
one was near Mr Ng when the acci-
dent  occurred  and  staff  became  
aware that something was wrong 
only  when  there  was  a  burning  
smell coming from the machine.

Industrial bakers told The Straits 
Times there can be multiple haz-
ards in the kitchen. Madam Anna 
Tan, 60, the owner of 51 fiveone de-
grees bakery, said the metal cover-
ing of her flour-kneading machine 
must be put on top of the mixing 
bowl to prevent the baker’s hands 
from being trapped inside and dam-

aged by the beater.
Mr Henry Ng, 38, chef and owner 

of Bread & Hearth, said one has to 
be aware of specific potential haz-
ards. He added that no one should 
work alone in the pantry, and every-

one must always don proper protec-
tive equipment.

With a  past  career  focusing on 
safety, including as a combat techni-
cian with the Republic of Singapore 
Navy,  Mr  Ng  said:  “I  learnt  that  

safety should be part of our DNA.”
He said safety should not be en-

forced through penalties but incul-
cated during work induction pro-
grammes, and even earlier, during 
one’s school years and childhood.

He said: “Our family awaits our re-
turn  after  work  every  day,  thus  
workplace safety is No. 1 for us.”
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A couple who lost some $210,000 
invested in a New Zealand residen-

tial  project  six years  ago will  get  
their  money  back after  a  district  
judge held local real estate agency 
Faber Property negligent in market-
ing the project and failing to ensure 
the developer had actually secured 

title to the land. 
But  the  judge  dismissed  the  

claims against Faber’s director and 
associate director, making clear – 
for the first time in the real estate 
context – that a company director 
cannot be personally liable for state-
ments made on behalf of the com-
pany in the course of business. 

Mr David Haw and his wife Cindy 
had  sued  Faber,  its  sole  director  

Jimmy Sim and associate director 
Belle Seah .

Faber  marketed  a  residential  
project  near  Auckland  developed  
by New Zealand company Albany 
Heights Villas (AHVL). 

The couple bought three units in 
the project in 2012. They made two 
payments  of  $15,000  and  
US$142,656 (S$194,000) to Singa-
pore-based Hunter Sterling & Com-
pany, which owns AHVL.

It turned out that AHVL had nei-
ther the land title nor the resource 
consent to develop the parcel. Evi-
dence showed that neither Mr Sim 
nor Ms Seah knew this at the mate-
rial time. 

AHVL  became  insolvent  and  
probes  in  New  Zealand  showed  
that the people behind the project 
had creamed off “substantial sums” 
paid as  deposits  by many buyers 
from Singapore and New Zealand.

Investigations  showed  that  
Hunter  Sterling  was  owned  by  
Christopher  Cook.  Besides  him,  
three others were involved in the 
case, according to a 2015 court judg-
ment involving another Singapore 

couple who had sued in New Zea-
land. They were Roderick Neilsen, a 
former director of a failed finance 
company, as well as Peter Chevin 
and  Paul  Bublitz,  both  undis-
charged bankrupts in New Zealand.

Mr  Haw  and  his  wife,  through  
lawyers Harish Kumar and Jonathan 
Toh, sued Faber and its two officers 
for  negligence  and  fraudulent  
misrepresentations. They said that, 
among other things, Ms Seah had 
vouched that the developer had a 
good track record, and investments 
monies  would  be  held  in  a  safe  
trust account.

Faber and Mr Sim, defended by 
Mr  Akesh Abhilash,  disputed  the  
claims, and so did Ms Seah, who rep-
resented herself.

District Judge Lee Li Choon said it 
was “ untenable” to hold Mr Sim per-
sonally liable for stating that Faber 
had done due diligence checks on 
the developer.  “The director  of  a  
company cannot be held personally 
liable for all the statements made 
on behalf  of  the company in the 
course of the company’s business,” 
she added in judgment grounds re-

leased last week.
She also pointed to “policy consid-

erations” based on a 2007 Court of 
Appeal decision to make clear that 
the liability for negligent misstate-
ments made in the course of busi-
ness attached only to the company.

The judge found that Faber had 
not taken steps to verify that the de-
veloper or its owners had the “ pur-
ported experience and good track 
record”. 

“The reality is that this was com-
pletely  untrue.  The  developer  
AHVL and Hunter Sterling were the 
scheme  of  four  crooks...  hatched  
some time in 2010, just a year before 
Cook approached Belle.”

The  judge  said  that  Faber  was  
“completely  reckless”  in  going  
ahead with the project, breaching 
its duty of care to the couple and 
other investors.

She ordered the company to pay 
the sum sought by the couple, to-
gether with legal  costs, while the 
couple were to pay the costs to Mr 
Sim and Ms Seah.
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Bakery owner pulled 
into machine by 
rotating mixer arm

From left: Cord Blood contains blood-forming stem cells known as
Hematopoietic Stem Cells (HSCs); Cord Tissue’s Mesenchymal Stem
Cells (MSCs)and Wharton’s Jelly, which contains the most primitive

source of MSCs with very high regenerative potential.
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The birth of a baby is a
miraculous phenomenon.
But the wonders do not
just end there, thanks
to the umbilical cord and
placenta. Often discarded
after birth, they hold blood
with life-saving potential,
and this valuable resource
can be kept in storage
for future use.

By Sheila Lim
During pregnancy, the
placenta and umbilical cord
are the lifeline for the baby,
supplying it with oxygenated,
nutrient-rich blood. The blood
from the placental side of
the umbilical cord is rich in
Hematopoietic Stem Cells (HSCs),
which have the unique abilities
to transform into specialised cells
and perpetually regenerate (their
potential for regeneration is in fact
higher than that of adult bone
marrow stem cells).

A new life, a safer tomorrow
Because of its unique biological
characteristics, cord blood can
continue to play a crucial role
after delivery. It is harnessed for
the repair and regeneration of
connective, muscle, nervous and
epithelial tissues, and can be
currently used in the treatment
of over 80 diseases. It can also
be used in stem cell transplant
procedures to treat some
malignant and non-malignant
conditions (particularly those
related to the blood and immune
systems) in children and adults.

Banking on future benefits
Cord blood can be stored for
an extensive period of time at
cord blood banking facilities like
Cryoviva; and if necessary, be
tapped by the baby or a family
member for the treatment of a
medical condition in the years
ahead. This means improved
chances for the baby and his/her
family members to obtain a
matched unit for medical
treatment, and greater peace
of mind for the whole family.
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In celebration of Cord Blood Awareness Month this July

CORD BLOOD
BANKING PROCESS
This simple 5-minute process is
safe for both mother and baby

2. The cord blood
is collected from
the umbilical cord
vein by experts.

4. The sample quality
is evaluated and all
the required tests are
conducted to ensure
maximum safety.

6. The end product is
stored at –196 deg C
for 21 years.

1. The umbilical
cord is clamped
after birth.

3. After collection,
the cord blood
(or/and cord tissue)
is/are safely packed
in proprietary transfer
kits and sent to our
lab within hours.

5. The cord blood/
tissue is processed by
patented technologies
to yield the maximum
number of stem cells.

CORD BLOOD
COMPONENTS

WHAT’S NEW
AT CRYOVIVA

For more information, visit
www.cryoviva.com.sg or
contact our 24-hr Careline
at 8339-8482.

• Cryoviva Singapore
goes paperless and
introduces a new digital
platform for client
sign-ups.

• Cryoviva Singapore
partners with SingPost
to offer easy and
convenient payment
mode for packages
via SAM Machines
island wide and the
SAM mobile app.

• They also support
multiple modes of
deferred payments for
clients’ convenience.

• Able to transfer stored
samples worldwide
when required for
transplant purposes.

• The Cryoviva Group has
successfully stored more
than 130,000 cord blood
units in its facilities
across Singapore, India
and Thailand.
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